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Finance panel meets experts

ST CORRESPONDENT

reporters@sakaaltimes.com

Pune: The 15th Finance
Commission led by Chair-
man NK Singh met economic
experts in Pune on Tuesday
to discuss the road map of fis-
cal consolidation. This is the
second such meet after the
recent one for the same pur-
pose in Delhi. The meet was
held at Yashada in Baner and
i was followed by a press meet.

Speaking at the confer-
ence, Singh said the commis-
sion has received a memo-
randum from Maharashtra
: State and the discussion on

the same will be held in Sep-
tember. He said it was not ap-
propriate to discuss the de-
tails of the memorandum
submitted by the Maharash-
tra State. “As Pune has lot of
intellectuals we thought we
should have opinions of eco-
nomic experts. The experts
submitted their opinion on
urbanization and Smart Cit-
ies which we will consider.
The experts also highlight-
ed that there is inequality at

state level in Mahrashtra and

other states which should
also be a point of consider-
ation,” added Singh.

The State government has

g B i S R T

decided to demand Rs 50,000 :
crore as financial aid over :

five years from the Centre for
the development of Mumbai
by giving special statusand

Rs 25,000 crore each for the :
Vidarbha and Marathwada :

statutory boards. Singh said

the state has asked for the :

grants and the decision on
same will be taken in Sep-
tember, when the commis-
sion will meet with the state
officials. Speaking on urban-

isation, Singh said experts !
have pointed out that urban-

isation will continue to grow

but there is need to focus on
.agriculture sector. :
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